
Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA)

Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) is Rotary's leadership training program 
for young people.

RYLA emphasizes leadership, citizenship, and personal growth, and aims to
demonstrate Rotary's respect and concern for youth, and provide an effective 
training experience forthese selected potential leaders. This is an opportunity 
to encourage leadership OF youth, BY youth, and that publicly recognizes young 
people who are rendering service to their communities. 

Participants attend an all-expenses-paid camp/workshop to discuss leadership 
skills and learn them through practice. 

The heart of RYLA is dedication, and it is a most remarkable investment that 
supports Rotary to support young people. STRIVE STUDENTS: TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OF THIS OPPORTUNITY TO ENJOY A LIFE-CHANGING EXPERIENCE!

Here is one description of the RYLA weekend experience by a participant:

ά{ǳƳƳŜŘin one word: CAMELOT. If you know the story of KingArthur, maybe
yourememberthat asKingArthur wasdyingin a youngman'sarms,he turned
to the youthandsaid,'If youlearnof anyonethat hasnot heardof Camelot,tell
themloudlyandclearlythat therereallywasthat wispof glorycalledCamelot.έ

REMEMBER: Important information about the RYLA experience will be
presentedon Monday night, and you will be encouragedto stronglyconsider
attending. Youcannotknowthe benefit of this experiencewithout beingthere!

SEE YOU THIS MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22ND AT THE BOWLING ALLEY!

BOWLING NIGHT: MONDAY, FEB. 22nd

6:00PM

ROTARY YOUTH LEADERSHIP  AWARDS

The opportunity to attend a most remarkable Leadership weekend is here.
Five students from STRIVE will be given the chance of a lifetime.

This Monday night, you will be given information to help you make an
important life decision: to giveyourself the gift of attendinga state-of-the-art
Leadership2+ day seminarwith others from all over our region, and come
awaywith new friends,new ideas,new confidence,anda visionof strengthfor
the rest of your life!

Pleasereadall the information about RYLAin this newsletter,and be prepared
to hearthe stepsyouneedto taketo be oneof the five veryfortunate students
who will receive a scholarship to attend the 2010 Leadership awards.
THISISVERYIMPORTANT!

ALSO INSIDE THIS NEWSLETTER ISSUE:
STRIVE INTERVIEWS AND MILITARY INTERVIEWS



As I approachedthis last semesterof high school,I merely had a simplea
plan of what I was going to do next fall. FortunatelyI was lucky enoughto
witness a very inspirational presentation on goal setting, given by Lance
Werner. I truly would like to thankyou,Lance,for givingme a new insighton
how to go about thingsin life. Yousaidall the wordsthat I neededto hear in
order to get me on track. With hearingyour inspiringwords,I now planto get
on track with accomplishing my goal of attending the University of
Indianapolisnext fall. I now know what it takesto be successfulat meeting
my goal. Soonce again,I would like to thank you, Lancefor givingsuchan
"eyeopening"presentation.

KEVIN
COOPER

I 

1. What do you think of the Strive program?
The Strive program we have today is awesome.It is fun to get together 
with fellow Rotarians and their students.I enjoy many of the meetings 
including our picnic at Friendship Gardens, bowling, pumpkin carving program, 
the visits to Barker Mansion and several others.I wish I had the opportunity to be a 
Strive student when I was growing up and going to high school in Michigan City.
2. How is it being a mentor?
It is easy to be a mentor.We can offer our advice and opinions without being a parent.
3. How long have you been with Strive?
I have been with Strive since its inception with Michigan City Rotary Club, with time off 
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4. What made you join the Strive program?
Rotary is a service club, joining the Strive program was an easy choice to make 
to be involved with a service program.
5. If you could describe Strive in one word what would it be and why? 
EXCELLENCE!!
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they all have helped me tremendously over the past 2 years in the program. I have come way out of my 

shell and now am on my way to becoming the more outgoing person I want to be. I LOVE STRIVE!!!
2. What is your most memorable moment from Strive? It would have to be the day Kevin, Ashley, and 

I presented a speech at the August Rotary meeting.  Although I was so terrified at first, I delivered my 
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to do it. 3. Being a Senior, what  would you advise Juniors, Sophomores, and Freshman? I would have to 
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make a difference, but it does. Due to family obligations I was unable to attend afterschool programs.
Junior year came and I was involved in 3 programs. The short time I have been with the programs have

made school more enjoyable. Oh! and GO TO RYLA!4. What will you miss about Strive? I will mainly 
miss the mentors/mentees. I have had a lot of fun with them all and they really did leave a hugemark 

on my life. I love you guys!!5. If you could describe Strive in one word what would it be and why? 
Amazing! No matter how boring the meeting topics may look on paper, they all turned out great. 

The things we discussed caused me to look deep within myself at things I never really thought matter.

Interviewer: Jasmine Crawford. Interviewee: Marty Thacker. Did you
volunteeryour servicein the military or were you drafted?When I was in
high schoolI decidedto signup. What war did you take part in, if any? I
wasa part of OperationDesertStorm. Forhow manyyearsdid you serve?
4 years. What was your positionand job description?I wasa mechanic. I
workedon the vehiclesusedin combatand that traveledto our missions.
How hasthe military changedyour life? Beingin the military mademe a
moreresponsiblepersonfor the mostpart. Date: February15, 2010

Interviewer: JasmineCrawford. Interviewee: Marlon Crawford (uncle). Branch: Army and Air Force.
Rank: E-6Jobs/FieldArtillery Cannoneer(Army) and TraineeManager(Air Force). Base: Al Udeid Air
Basein Qatar (rich oil country)in the Middle East/August2009-January2010. Neat thingsdone while
away: I swamin the PersianGulf and met Venus& SerenaWilliams. Backin 1984, as a high school
Junior,I enlistedinto the army. I stayedin the army until 1990when I graduatedcollege. While in the
army I wasa technicalsergeant. I shot very loud cannonsout in the battle field. After collegeI took
about an 11 year breakuntil I moved to St. Louisand signedup at the air basethere in 2001. After
about 6 weeksof training to refresh my skills I becamea trainee manager. When I was deployedin
Augustof 2009, I stayedat the most highly developedair force basein Qater, Al Udeid. In Qater the
averageSummertemperature was 125 degreeswith low humidity. In the heart of the Winter, the
averagetemperatureis70. (All quotedfrom MarlonCrawfordhimself. February10, 2010.)

Military Interviews 
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Interviewee: Ed Lysaught Interviewee:  Jasmine

[!Ω/w9{I!Ω{ REPORT
Hey, ƛǘΩǎme again!SorryI missedthe last issue. I wasstudyingfor finalsand
ƛǘΩǎnot fun! Anyways,at our previousmeeting,we talkedaboutgoals. It was
quite Interesting,I must say. We hada speaker,LanceWerner,andhe wasa
very interestingguy. He helped us set up goalsand write them down. He
also had us write them on separatepiecesof paper and put them in an
envelopewith our address. In one year from that day,he will sendthem to
us. It was actuallyone of the coolest things I've done in a while. Another
pretty awesomething is teenswho are in STRIVEtalkingwith eachother. If
we can keep up with each other, maybe we can help one another
accomplishthose goals. I don't know how often you guys/galstalk to your
mentors,but I talk with mine everyother day. Sheis amazing. Anyways,the
meetingwasanall aroundgoodtime with friends. Welearneda lot, andgot
seriousstuff done. I apologizethis wasshort againΧverybusyagain!SoLΩƭƭ
write a lot moreabout the next meeting. Promise. Overandout!
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